
Patient information   

Hydroxychloroquine (Plaquenil® and  generic versions) 

and chloroquine (Aralen® and generic versions) shortage 

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, global demand for hydroxychloroquine  and chloroquine  continues  to increase. A shortage in 

supply of these drugs is anticipated. 

Stocks of hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine currently in pharmacies are temporarily destined for patients suffering from 

systemic lupus erythematosus, pregnant women  and children and adolescents under the age of 18 with juvenile idiopathic 

arthritis. These stocks are NOT intended for the treatment of patients in Québec with COVID-19.  

Temporary interruption of your medication will not have a significant effect on your health. 

 

What should you do? 

1. If you have hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine tablets at home, take them as prescribed 

2. Continue all your other medications, unless advised otherwise 

3. If your condition deteriorates, contact your doctor 

 

Your treatment will be continued as soon as possible 
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